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the country when British administration was restored. He
profited from the fact that the older political leaders of pre-war
days were discredited in the eyes of the people as corrupt and
self-seeking. The A.F.P.F.L. was a union of no less than ten
political groups, including the Communists, and was supported
by the Arakanese, Karens and Shans as well as by the over-
whelming mass of the Burmese.
Such was the situation when civil government was officially
restored in October 1945. Right from the start the professed
aim of Aung San and his party was complete independence.
Dominion Status had little appeal for them. They had a deep
distrust of British motives, and feared that Burma was once
more to be made the happy hunting-ground of British business
interests. Nevertheless they realized their need of British
assistance, capital and expert knowledge.
British policy at first envisaged a reconstruction period of
some years as a preparation for the long-promised grant of
Dominion Status. In October 1946, however, after an organized
strike of police and government officials, Aung San and the
other A.F.P.F.L. leaders won their way into the Governor's
Executive Council. Up to that moment they had accepted the
co-operation of the Communists. On attaining power they were
compelled to view the problems of government from the
practical angle of the maintenance of law and order, the achieve-
ment of economic stability, and the establishment of public
confidence. Hence they had to break with their old allies, whose
outlook and methods were soon found to be not in accord with
the true national aspirations of the people.
This move made it possible for Britain to view their de-
mands with greater sympathy, and when in January 1947 Aung
San came to London to discuss matters with Attlee's Labour
Cabinet, an agreement was signed whereby his government was
granted control over Burma's finances and army, and the right to
hold a general election for a Constituent Assembly in the
following April. The British Government bound itself to
accept the verdict of the Burma electorate even if the result
were a vote in favour of complete independence.
The agreement, however, was subject to one overruling
proviso which safeguarded the rights of the other indigenous